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A NNUAL CONFERENCE 1905 
MAY 24 - 26 


McMASTER UNIVERSITY 


Hosted by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

An excellent program of indoor and outdoor activities has been 
planned and brochures containing the detailed program and regis¬ 
tration form will be available at the next H.N.C. meeting or 
call Peter Thoem 601-2730. 

Don't miss this opportunity to become involved. 


***************** 


The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, conser¬ 
vation and appreciation of our natural heritage. Meetings ore held monthly 
from September to May inclusive, and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor 
field events are scheduled for every month, and a complete listing for the 
entire season may be obtained from the membership director. 
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INTROD T J OXMO the 8 'DATE GU I DE TO THE BIRDS OF THE HAMILTON AREA" 

Enclosed with this issue of the "Wood Duck", is a copy of the "Date Guide 
to the Birds of the Hamilton Area". The authors of this guide, an ad hoc 
committee formed earl}^ in 1984, are also presently the three members who form 
tne Hamilton Bird Records Committee(H.B,R,C.). By adapting this verification 
system, we hope that sight records will achieve a more scientific status and 
we are hoping that this publication will encourage many more submissions to 
our committee. It is preferable that any required documentation be submitted 
when monthly bird sightings are sent to Mark Jennings. 

Many observers may feel that they ore not competent enough to properly 
document a rare sighting. Since documentation should be as complete and pre¬ 
cise as possible, the following is a guideline for preparing a rare bird 
report. There are documentation forms available, but reports can be made on 
blank paper if desired. A suggestion would be to use a four part report; 

CircumsLances of the observation, Description, Discussion and Other details. 

Circum stances of the observation ; This section should relate how and exactly 
where you discovered the bird, what your first impressions were of the bird, 
and at what point you realized its identity. You should also say if anyone was 
with you when you found the bird and what that person's impressions were. Give 
as well, the viewing conditions, hoi? far away you were from the bird, and how 
long you watched it. 

Description; This is the most important part of the report. Only describe what 
you saw on the bird, and if any expected field mark was not seen, mention this 
also. Describe the plumage entirely if possible, and don't hesitate to sketch 
the entire bird or any relevant features you observed. Popular field guides 
have topographical illustrations of typical passerines, and these can be used 
as an aid in describing the plumage. Describe the colour of the soft parts 
Oi. the bird (i.e, eyes, bill, facial skin and legs). Describe the size and 
snape of tne bird, especially in comparison to any nearby birds, or, if no 
other birds were present, use a common bird as a yardstick(i,e, Robin-sized, 
sparrow-sized, Crow-sized). State whether the bird was slender or bulky, 
snort or long-legged. Relate any aspects of the bird's behaviour involving 
flying, resting, feeding and preening. Describe the manner in which it did 
these things. Finally, describe in words if possible, any vocalizations made by 
the bird, by a song, or call or alarm note. Above all, make notes or sketches 
as soon as possible, ideally while viewing the bird. 

Discussion ; Here, you should explain why you identified the bird as the stated 
species, and not another similar species, discussing the various field marks 
involved. State your past experience with the species, and the experience of 
others who were with you. Mention any reference material used which helped you 
to identify the bird, and how it influenced your decision. It is important to 
remember that the rarer the species, the more involved the description and the 
discussion should be.■ 

Other details : Secondary details could be stated here, including the age and 
sex oi the bird, the date and time of day of the sighting, optical equipment 
used, over what period of time the bird was observed (i.e. two days, a week,.,) 
and the names of any other observers who independently identified the bird. 

Finally, complete the report, signing your name and address and the date 
of writing. 

It is our goal, as members of the H.D.R.C., to accept as many records as 
possible. If the above guidelines are followed, there should be relatively few 
rejected reports. 

Acknowledgement ; In the preparation of this article, we feferred to "Rare Bird 
Documentation; A Guideline", by G. Tom Hince, which appeared in Volume 2, 

Number 2, October 1984, of "Ontario Birds". 

-Denys Gardiner, Mark. Jennings, Kevin McLaughlin 
(Copies of the Date Guide are available to non-members at a cost ofgf’oo postage 
included.) 9 ‘" 
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SAVE THE VALLEY... 

The following notice has been sent from the "Sava the Valley" Committee - 

For over five years, the Save the Valley Committee has been fighting to 
prevent the destruction of the Red Hill Creek Valley by the construction of an 
expressway which the Regional Municipality of Hamilton Wentworth proposes to 
build through the entire five miles of the Valley in spite of opposition of 
members of Council and the general public. 

Although the Hamilton Regional Conservation Authority and the Niagara 1 
Escarpment Commission have publicly stated they are opposed to the destruction 
of the last green area within the Hamilton Wentx^orth Region, Save the Valley 
Committee has been the principal group opposing the construction of this unneedec 
and expensive road. 

As you are aware, the Consolidated Hearings which will make the final 
decision if the expressway is to be built commenced on October 15,1904 and will 
continue until late January, In spite of appealing the Board's authority to do 
so, the Region is paying part of the costs of the Committee in advance as ordered 
by the Board. Unfortunately, this money will not be sufficient to ensure that 
the Committee's lawyers and experts will be present throughout the entire hearing 
Accordingly, the Save the Valley Committee must raise $20,000,00 as soon as 
possible to ensure that its effective opposition is p>resent throughout the 
hearings. 

I urge you to support the Save the Valley Committee with a generous finan¬ 
cial donation. For tax deductible donations make cheques payable to; 

CONSERVER SOCIETY RE SAVE THE VALLEY (address-155 James St.S.,Suite 602, 

Hamilton,Ontario LCN 3A4) 

******************** 

OBBA REGION II NIAGARA 

BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO 

Our tx7o breeding Cuculidae are the pair under examination this month. Not 
unexpectedly, the Black-billed is more wide-spread being found in 75% of the 
squares. It is however, not a very common bird as indicated by only six 
squares having confirmed breeding status. As in some other species I believe 
the higher evidence of breeding at either end of the Peninsula x-rith a "gap" 
in the middle is an artifact of proximity to bird-watchers rather than a 
factor of the natural environment. Nevertheless this cuckoo may not be able 
to find its preferred habitat of hawthorn studded, overgrox^n pastures and 
similar scrub above and below the Escarpment in the intensively cultivated 
fruitbelt, 

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO 

The Yellow-billed Cuckoo has been found in only 45% of our squares. There is 
a subtle but definite concentration towards the south-eastern part of the 
Peninsula. I don't think this is the result of observer variables but rather 
a habitat difference in this area. Certainly, the flora is somewhat more 
Carolinean towards the Lake Erie shore and my sense is that there may be more 
patches of woodlot regeneration and less intensive cultivation towards the 
south-east. Both cuckoos seem to fluctuate in numbers over the years in no 
definite cycle and as Yellow-billed is close to the edge of its range the 
population changes are even more noticeable than for Black-billed. We have 
not had an influx of Yellow-billed in the four years of the Atlas. Such an 
incursion could expand the map in 1S85. 
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BOOK REVIEW... 

NORTHWOODS WILDL I FE REGION 

by Jay M. & Constance Conrader; 1904. 

Naturegraph Publishers, Inc. p.o. Box 1075, Happy Camp, California, 96039. 

(133 pages) 

One of the nice aspects of a northern canoe trip is that you have to pare 
away most oi the superfluous trappings of civilized life and travel with the 
bare necessities" (although our interpretation of this term would be consider- 
aDly different from that of the old voyageurs). I enjoy this cleansing exper¬ 
ience until it comes to reading material and field guides - I like to learn as 
much as I can about what's around me on every trip. But if you take a guide for 
planes, terns, reptiles and amphibians, mammals, and birds you're up to over 
five literary pounds and a lot of bulk. 

Or sometimes at the in-laws' cottage in the Bruce Peninsula, I'd like to 
be able to stroll out through the forest and fens with just binoculars and the 
wherewithal to answer most of my field identification questions without carry¬ 
ing a liorary. Northwoods Wildlife Region is about as close as you're going 
lo get to the pertinent one-volume field guide. 

The book covers a somewhat nebulous area contained within the following 
boundaries: "..on the north, by the northern extent of red pine and white 
pine, on the south, by the limit to which plants typical of the coniferous 
lorests are j_ound in noticeable numbers; on the west, by the meeting of forest 
with prairie; and on the east, by the inland reach of marine flora." In 
actuality, me book covers most of Ontario's prime canoeing and cottage 
country from southern Georgian Bay to the headwaters of the Moose and Alban}' 
Rivers (the map at the front of the book depicts the general extent of the area). 

Following the introduction, there are five short chapters that describe 
_ive ecological areas one is likely to encounter; the Coniferous Forest,the 
Northern Hardwood Forest, Freshwater Areas, Openings and Rocky Areas. Each 
cnapter serves as a good practical introduction to the respective area - 
general and not over-much detail and each is well-illustrated with black and 
white photographs by the authors. 

There are four "rield guide" sections; Plants, Mammals, Birds,Reptiles 
and Amphibians. They take up only 144 pages; however, in this space are 
covered over 250 plants, over 50 mammals, 160 birds, 4 turtles, 7 snakes, 6 
salamanders, and 10 frogs. For almost every species of plant and animal 
there is a compact but fairly thorough written description (by Jay Conrader) 
and a black and white line drawing (by Constance). The drawings are excellent 
and by themselves worth the price of the book. The text and drawings comple¬ 
ment each other very well for field identification. 

There are some drawbacks to the book. The plant section is difficult 
to use for fast field identification as there aren't any "organizing" mechan¬ 
isms used (such as groupings by flower colour, by number of petals, etc.). 

Thus it you come across a plant you don't know, you have to leaf through the 
whole section until you find a picture that looks like yours and then double 
check it with the text. Of necessity, many plant subspecies have been omitted, 
thus the book would have limited usefulness for the serious botanist. 

The mammal section is quite complete; however, it would be even better with 
a couple of pages showing tracks - I see a lot more tracks than I see animals, 
especially in the winter. 

You would tnink that a bird section without colours would be useless but 
such is the excellence of the line drawings that you would have trouble only 
with the warblers, unless you were a complete novice. I think that it's un- 
rortunate that the authors didn't include a line for each bird describing its 
song; in northern bush you'll hear more birds than you'll see. (For example, 
the authors write; "Slender spruce spires strummed by the wind, play a soft" 

(continued next page) 
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NOTES FROM THE SLOUGH FOREST... 

A GOLDEN ERA (MAYDE) 

by Rick Ludkin 

The other day, while perusing an old issue of Audub on(Nov.-Dec.1964) 

I was struck by a sentence penned by Les Line in his article, "The Bird Worth 

a Forest Fire",,."the world's entire population of Kirtland's warblers would 
hardly weigh 3D pounds,'' I knew that this bird was rare, but "thirty pounds" 
poignantly underscored the tenuous grasp this species has on existence. 

The major reason for this bird's rarity is that it's a "specialist" and 

is seemingly incapable of adjusting to new circumstances if its "speciality" 
is threatened. For the Kirtland's Warbler, the speciality is its breeding 
habitat, Arthur 0. Bent, in Life Histories of North American Wood Warblers, 
writes: 

"The exact environmental requirements... include a stand of small trees, 

predominantly jack-pines(though a considerable number of small oaks and 

other deciduous trees may be scattered among them) and a fairly thick 

ground cover-usually made up of blueberry(Vaccinium rayrtilloides),aro¬ 
matic wintergreen (Gaultheira procumbens),bearberry(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi), 
sheep laurel (Kalmia angustifolia), sweet fern (Comptonia peregrina), or various 
combinations of these. The warblers first appear in this cover 9 to 13 years 
after a fire, when the new pines may be barely 5 feet high. The nesting war¬ 
blers usually occur in very loose colonies varying from a few pairs to hundreds, 
but isolated pairs have sometimes been found. As the pines grow, they increas¬ 
ingly shade out the ground cover; after 6 to 12 (rarely 15) years, when the 
pines have become 12 to 18 feet high, the habitat is no longer used by the 
warblers. A thick, even stand of pines becomes unattractive to Kirtlands sooner 
than a thin or uneven stand." 

Further,the preferred jack-pine stands must cover a minimum of 80 acres 
(Line, 1964). At present the bird's breeding range is confinedc to an area of 
jack-pine forest in Michigan's northern Lower Peninsula(called the"barrens"); 
this area encompasses 12 counties and about 8500 square miles. 

The birds nest on the ground, nests being well concealed by a combination 
of overhanging branches and ground cover. 

The key to survival is jack-pines at the right age, at the right heights, 
in the right densities. If the condition of a jaclc-pine forest is right the 
birds may breed there; if not, they don't. Jack-pines are dependent on forest 
iires for the disnersal of their seeds; heat opens the cones and allows the 
seeds to escape. Under natural conditions, forest fires were pretty common 
and jack-Dines would grow accordingly. However, fires have come increasingly 
under human control so that now, in relatively "tame" areas, they are rare and, 
ir they do occur, are generally controlled before there is extensive damage, 

Tnis is the case in the Kirtland's Warbler's breeding area. Naturalists found 
that as the stands or jack-pine matured they became unsuitable for nesting. 

And, as forest rires had been virtually stopped, there was little new growth. 

(For example, Line noted that in 1925 "4000 separate forest fires charred 
733,000 acres, much of that within the warbler's range" whereas in the early 
sixties only about 5000 acres were burned.) If Kirtland's Warblers were to 
survive something had to be done. To start with, large tracts of this forest 
area were set aside as reserves in various capacities by State and Federal 
governments. Then, to create suitable habitat, a program of "prescribed" 
forest fires was initiated by the U.S. Forest Service, starting in 1964; this 
program was named "Project Pop-cone", 

It is difficult to assess the results of this program, but its value does 
not seem to be reflected in the census figures: (Harold E. Mayfield has 
studied the Kirtland's Warbler in great detail and initiated intensive censuses 
of these birds); in 1951 he counted 432 singing males(and the rule of thumb is 
to credit at least one female for each male-for a total of about 860 birds); 

•i • • c>u 3£corit?n’’ad nsSit >>a jo) ' “ 

‘ : ' n. ^ ' .) 

a;.. . SCI.' I r 




(aSud qxau uo panuxquoo) 

pxxq sxt;q ‘iusxqTSB.XBd pxxq«.oo nioaj uoxqoaqoxd pro uoxqBaxo quqxqBq qnoqqxw. joj 
‘ qBAXACtns sqx xoj ubui uo quapuadap Aqqoq/A qsoraqe aq oq suraas pro sqxuxqs a;txp 
up st pxxq sqq ‘quauiom oqq qy 'CuxuiBaap qnjadoq qsnf si sxqq ‘xaAawoH 

’ (padoqaAap aq 

pqnoo Aat/q sdoqaad xo)qsxxa spxxq asaqq jo sqaqood pasxadsxp Aqapxtt aaoui sdeq 
-aod • (pq !{l)2£ qona poo /4 ut) ,,'abj os paAapqaq uaaq suq sb saqxs Suxpaaxq 
jo aoxoqo sqx up paqopxqsax sb aq qou Aew saxoads aqq,, quqq paxnqoaruoo uaqq 
xaqxxM aqx ,,'aqBqs quqq jo appsqno A-ioqxxxaq uo Supgups pxpq uxoq-UBgpqopi,/ b 
jo asBO uttouq qsapj,, aqq sb/A qx quqq ux guxqsaxaqup AqqBpoadsa sbm ‘roSxqoxpj 
.. ; f ux snoxAaxd saoaA -17 aqpuaAnf b sb paproq uaaq psq qoxqa ‘papq oaqanft aqx 

‘ (Z~IZ : ( Z)Z£ xfana poo /4 ui) upsuoosx /4 ‘sqqu,/[ -isAxq qoBXC .xuau oxiq puu oaqanft jo 
AaqquA nBauxqBO aqq ut punoj sbm auo g^sq G T pus ( Z~IZ : (Z)Z£ P^b 5^7 : {£)l£ 
qona poo/x up) OTXBquo'BaB/ABqaa xuau punoj sbw aqum guxgups b c gZ6T P ug LL6T U I 
•spunoaS guppaaaq uBgpqopjq aqq moxj Abmb qqaMi JuqxqBq aqBxadoxcldB ux saqoui 
guxgups jo AxaAoosxp aqq uaaq suq Aqaqeq uSxs Supguanooua Aqqpssod auo 

,,’os ao Axnquao qsuq aqq ux aqqqpq AqqBqxBuiax paguuqo,, puq aPuBj; 
.xaquxtt aqq qeqq qqaj pqap j ABjq‘ xaAaiAoR *xuaA aqq jo spxxqq oaq qnoqB saApq 
qx ‘AqpqsnqoB ux ‘axaqtt-uaiuoq xaquxtt,, sqx ux snquqs s,pxxq sxqq jo sqxodaa ou 
uaas 9A ji ‘poaa aA,i saqoxqxB aqq qqo U I 'SBuiBqeq aqq ux spunoag gupaaquptt 
axaqq ux siuaqqoad axu aaaqq sduqaax ispapq asaqq oq. gupuadduq s.quqtt c os 

•pagpaqj 3C P UG paqaquq OOT. qoxqw 
fo s s 3 Ca H X PT D I uaapqxqo ^uq puo Axas saauimns 9 guxxnp SSupgBanooua aaorn uaAa 
aaB saaqmnu aqq ‘AuaSoad aaq jo asoqq ‘saanBxj s,Axas oq ppB noA ji 'saaquinu 
Moq ,saxoads aqq oq asuodsaa b Aqqxssod-saBaA (anoj Aqqxssod) aaaqq aoj asaA 
b spooaq owq pasxBa paxq auqnoxqaBd sxqq ‘AqCuxqsaaaquq u'paSpaqj z£ P UG 
paqoqoq /£ qoxqtt jo c s 2 Sa gg pxBq aABq oq UAOuq sea (aqs) saaimuns xxs Puxana,, 
’ ls AxaSji pauiBU sbm aqs (ssanS I) AqaqBxadoaddB - aBqnoxqaBd ux aqBuiaj auo jo 
ssaoons Suxpaaaq oxjxqoad aqq squnooaa puu saxquaAas AqaBa aqq aouxs spaxq 
asaqq jo auios upaaoqqoj,, SBq AiBqsuxqqBWa aouaaaBq * 3 uxAaq aau spaxq aqq qnq 
"qouxqxa aq aou sdBqaad pqnon spaxq aqq ‘uoxquaAaaqux usuinq qnoqqx/4 "aq qqxa 
aqBj s,paxq sxqq qBqw ‘aanqnj aqq ut ‘aas oq Suxqsaaaqux Aaa a aq XIT» dl 

•ueSaq sasnsua aqq aouxs saanBxj qsa/aox aqq - paqunoo 
aaa» sequin SuxSuxs qu puB ^ 9 X Aquo ‘sauaA oaq quanbasqns aqq ux quqq aqou 
fsaanSxj snsuao aqq Aq qno auxoq uaaq qou suq msBxsnqqua Aqaua sxqq ‘xaAaaoH 
• ^sqqnsax aBqnoBqoads,, pawoqs (3^6! U T paqauqs) uiuaSoad qoaquoo pxxqnoo sxqq 
qsqq qqaj e aqoxqxB £IQX S TM U T ‘PTsTJAbjx 'uisxqxsBaBd Aabblj qons rnoaj sxaqqxBtt 
aqq qoaqoad oq spaxqMiOo SuxAouiax jo uiBXgoad b ux paqqnsaa sajp'nqs asaqx 

,,'uoxqouxqxa oq pBoa aqq uwop SuxpBaq 
ssoq jo aqux b ‘sxaqqJBn z Aquo jo quqoq b paonpoxd sqsau 63 pue pazxqxsuaBd 
xob\ sqsau aqq jo quao aad gn--*aqduiBS s,JBaA auo ui n IqSnBqupBqi pus qxaqqqno Aq 
Apnqs ZL6X G pouxqqno osqu aR a 'aouaaajxaqux paxqMoo ou aqaa axaqq jx xaSauq 
quaoxad 09 aq pqno/a sSuxqgpaqj jo aaquinu aqq,, quqq punoj aq u * (aaqB snxqq 
-oxopi)pq.xo.tto 3 papBaq-uiAoxg aqq sx saaqqxBM s,puBqqax>i jo uoxqBqndoci aqq oq ques 
-saxdap b sb AqaAxqxsod paxjxquapx uaaq SBq quqq xoqouj Aquo aqx,, :saqBqs aq 
uaqx u ’ , ’snoxAqo qou sq sxoqxqadraoo ubxab jo aqnssaxd aqx 'punoaS Suxqsau aqq 
uo aojBos axB saquus puu sqBuimeui AxoqBpaaq' * 'quasaxd qB Suxqxuixq quaddu qou op 
saanquaj qBoxuBqoq aqq < aouaq/ , ’ , qx oq aqqBqxBAB qBqxquq aqquqxns aqq qqu Adnooo 
oq pauxaas paxq aqq SBq , ' , auixq ou qB*’*,, :aqoqi4 (£Z6T)PI 3 IJAbw •auxqoap aqq 
uxBqdxa puo Axq oq auop sea qxow pqaxj jo qoq b ‘snsuao q^61 oqq guxaoqqoR 

•('33-13 ‘(Z)Z£ q ana "poo/4 ux)saqBai LG l~ 0Z6T 
5 (C3Sl‘l9^H)saqBra 6I3-^Z:6I * saqBiu 003" 0L61 5 saqoui 6ZI - SZ6I ‘ saqBiu zqi-^ZGI 
f saqura Suxguxs 9X3-CZ6I ‘-soquej guxguxs 003“3Z6T '• PuxgBxnooua uaaq qou aABq 

sqqnsax aqq ‘asaA AxaAa spxxq aqq Euxsnsuao qxuqs oq sqBxoxjjo paqdoioad auxqoap 
sxqx * (sqqoj ‘spunod qq rox/q ssaq oq uwop aa,att-qBqoq OO 1 ; qnoqB)saqBui qgg 
:auxqoap oxqBuiBxp b saoqs aanSxj q/gq aqx 'V961 U T ueSaq saxxj qsaxoj u paqxaos 
-axd„ aqx ‘uo ,,spunod Q£ u jo aqBuixqsa sxq passq auji saq; auo aqq sx axnSxj 
qaqqsq sxqx ’(spaxq OOOI jnoqB jo qeqoq) saqoui SuxSuxs Z0£ paqunoo aq e X96X ux 

(panuxquoo) (aqABjq) bar uapqoj) ’y 


SIT 



115 


A Golden Era (Maybe) continued 

would, in all likelihood, be extinct by now. 

But has this "tenuous grasp on existence" always been so tenuous. One of 
the problems I have in considering natural systems is that I forget that they're 
always in a state of flux; I think that the way they are now is the way they've *■ 
always been. Maybe this is because most non-man-made environmental changes are < 
quite slow, (I mean, it's highly unlikely that a mountain will noticeably erode 
away in my lifetime or that Lake Erie will turn into land, despite our seemingly 
earnest attempts to fill it with garbage and nutrients) and thus not particularly 
noticeable. (I know, I know. Blaming nature's speed for my faulty outlook is 
no excuse.) However, in recent geological time, there have been monumental 
changes in our environment and not all that long ago, the weight of Kirtland's 
Warblers might have been measured in the hundreds(or even thousands) of pounds. 

In a recent issue of Natural History (Sept.1984), Delcourt and Delcourt 
discussed their ideas of the movement of forest systems in response to the advent 
and withdrawal of the latest Ice Age. Their work is largely based on the findin, 
and identification of fossilized pollen. 

At about 18,000 years B.P.,the Wisconsin Continental Glaciation was at 
its peak. The Great Lakes area was under ice; the ocean level was approximately 
100 meters lower than today (making Florida about twixe as wide as it is now 
and extending the ocean coast eastward up to 100 miles or more in many places). 

As the ice moved south, the forests moved in front of them so that at the peak, 
"jack-pine was widespread across eastern North America and extended as far South 
as northwestern Georgia and Central South Carolina. This species composed as 
much as 80 per cent of the forests across the region until 16,500 years ago." 

Tne Celcourts (1980) did a series of "vegetation maps" showing the extent of 
different forest zones for the last 40,000 years. The area for the predomin¬ 
antly jack-pine forest was extensive, running from central South Carolina in 
the south to southern Pennsylvania in the north, the Mississippi Valley in the 
west to the Atlantic in the east. 

18,000 years ago may mark the Golden Era of the Kirtland's Warbler; 
extensive jack-pine forests; no control of forest fires; probably no cowbirds 
(May field describes them, in modern times, as "originating in the grasslands 
of the mid-continent''-18,000 years ago, the jack-pine forests were bounded on 
the west by spruce forest, on the south by oak-hickory-southern pine forest, on 
the north by tundra and the east by the Atlantic(Delcourt & Delcourt,1980)-none 
ox this is cowbird habitat); only a 600 mile straight-line flight to their 
wintering ground in the Bahamas (from central Couth Carolina to Grand Bahama 
Island; now the straight-line flight is approximately 1500 miles); and probably 
a more extensive wintering area-with the ocean down 100 m., there would be a 
lot more exposed land area. 

The beginning of the end started about 16,500 years ago when the Lauren- 
tide Ice Sheet began to retreat. The Delcourts write; "Then, as the climate 
warmed up again, spruce and temperate hardwood species proved to be better 
competitors. Jack-pine seedlings do notfare well in the dense shade of hardwood 
trees, and the species died out rapidly along the southern margin of the boreal 
forest region, from Missouri to North Carolina. 

’Lika/many other boreal species, jack-pine did migrate northward in the 
path of: the retreating Laurentide Ice Sheet, but the movement was limited by 
the slow rate at which the ice melted. Temperate, hardwood deciduous trees 
were never rar behind in the northward march, and jack-pine, an early success¬ 
ions! species less suited to the rapidly changing climatic conditions, was never 
able to establish itself for more than a relatively short time in any one area. 
Today, jack-pine forests prevail from Minnesota to Michigan, on sandy plains 
glacial outwash where frequent fires and nutrient-soils eliminate potential 
competi.tors. They also occupy extensive portions of Manitoba and Central 
Ontario where they are beyond the northern limit of most deciduous trees." 

(continued on next page) 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to December 31, 1984 - 271 
* " Indicates first record for the year. 

L - Indicates last record for the migration . 

Underlined species or dates indicates that a written documentation is required. 
JUNE 1984 


Tufted Titmouse 

June 28 

1 

Westdale Ravine 

Dill Lamond 

DECEMBER 1984 

Red-throated Loon 

Dec .26 

1 

Confederation Park 

Ron Ridout, Gerry 
Whitworth 

Common Loon 

Dec .14 

1:1 

Caledonia;Hagersvilie Bruce Duncan 

Horned Grebe 

Dec ,29 

2 

West End of Bay 

Lamond,Kevin McLaughlin 

Dec .2 

5 

Fifty Point C.A, 

Robt .Curry, Verne Evans, 
John Olmsted 

Red-necked Grebe 

Dec ,9 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Dec .12 

1 

Carrol’s Point 

Lamond 

Great Blue Heron 

Dec .21 

11 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Black-crbwned Night, 

Heron 

Dec.5-11 

1 

Van Wagner's Pond 

Curry 

Snow Goose 

Dec .26 

1 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

Michael Clark 

Wood Duck 

Dec .26 

1 

Sulphur Springs 

Alf Liston,O Imsted, 

Rick Snyder 

Dec .26 

1 

Willow Point 

Robt.Ffnlayson, Alan 
Wormingfon 

Green-winged Teal 

Dec .26 

112 

Windermere Basin 

Curry 

Northern Pintail 

Dec .22 

67 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Northern Shoveller 

Dec .26 

36 

Windermere Basin 

Curry 

Dec .8 

70 

Windermere Basin 

Clark 

American Wigeon 

Dec .26 

10 

Windermere Basin 

Curry 

Dec .9 

3 

Kerr St. Oakville 

Denys Gardiner 

Canvasback 

Dec .29 

2 

Carrol's Point 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Dec .22 

31 

LaSalle Park 

McLaughlin 

Redhead 

Dec .26 

26 

LaSalle Park 

Raymond Hughes, S .Tabone 

Dec .9 

500 

Lake at Oakvs!!© 

Gardiner 

Ring-necked Duck 

Dec .26 

12 

Willow Point 

Finlayson, Wormington 

Dec .27 

3 

Carrolls Point 

lamond 

Greater Scaup 

Dec .9 

1000 

Lake at Burlington 

Gardiner 

Harlequin Duck 

Dec .8,9 1 

(i mm. ma 

Spencer Smith Park 
!e) 

Gardiner 

Surf Scoter 

Dec .26 11 

" 1 

Beach Canal 

Hughes,Ridout, Tabone, 
Whitworth 

Doc. 1 

6 

Spencer Smith Park 

McLaughlin 

White-winged Scoter 

Dec .2 

1 

Winona Lagoons 

Curry, Evans ,0 Imsted 

Dec .2 

60 

Beach Canal 

Curry, Evans, Olmsted 

Bufflehead 

Dec .24 

45 

Sioux Lookout 

McLaughlin 

Dec .2 

100 

Winona Lagoons 

Curry, Evans, Olmsted 
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Northern Mockingbird 

Dec .26 

3 

Wi nona 

Hughes, Tab one 


Dec .26 

1 

Sfoney Creek 

Denis Lew?ngton 


Dec ,26 

1 

Brant St .Burl. 

Jennings 

Brown Thrasher 

Dec .23:26 

1:1 

Willow Pf. 

C urry, Fi n layson, Worm? ngfc 

Northern Shrike 

Dec ,26 

1 

Red Hill Creek 

Mclaughlin,R .Walclhuber 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Wilson's Warbler 

Dec .26 

1 

RedHill Creek 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Dec .26-31 

1 

Wesidale Ravine at 

Agro, Brewer, Shepherd, 

(rirst Ha mi I ton & Ontario winter record) 

Sterling St. 

et aS 

Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
(A .C. altera race) 

Dec .4 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry,Barry Jones, Lamond 
Olmsted 

Swamp Sparrow 

Dec .28 

5 

D undos Marsh 

Lamond 

White-throated Sparrow 

Dec ,27 

8 

Valley Inn 

Lamond 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Dec .26 

0 

Winona 

Hughes, Tabone 


Dec .26 

4 

Toll Gates 

Curry 


Dec .26 

1 

Red Hill Creek 

A/lc Laug h 1 i n, Wa Idhuber 

Lapland Longspur 

Dec .26 

1 

Wafer down 

Wm,Grins,D . Sutherland 

Dec .26 

1 

Toll Gates 

Curry 

Snow Bunting 

Dec .5 

5 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Dec .26 

4 

Waterdown 

Grins, Sutherland 

Dec .9 

0 

Hopkins Creek 

Curry 

Common Crackle 

Dec .29 

G 

Tanager Av.Burl. 

.Mary Thompson 

Dec .26 

1 

Red Hill Creek 

McLaughlin, Walclhuber 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Dec .27 

1 

Hendrie Valley 

Lamond 

Dec .25,26 

40 

Hill St,Brantford 

John Galloway 

Purple Finch 

Dec. 31 

25 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

House Finch 

Dec .28 

6 

Children’s Gardens 

Lamond 

Red Crossbill 

Dec .26* 

1 

King's Forest 

B .Cherriere,D .Copeland 

White-wi nged Crossbi 11 

Dec ,26 

2 

Sulphur Springs 

Gardiner, W. Smith, Walker 

Pine Siskin 

Dec .26 

7 

Sulphur Springs 

Gardiner,Smith, Walker 

Evening Grosbeak 

Dec .26 

6 

Waterdown 

Maurice Laycock 


Dec .26 

2 

Ancasfer 

Curry 


Dec .26 

1 

Children's Gardens 

Agro,Brewer, Shepherd 

Please send your bird records for January by the 10th of February to 

Mark Jennings, 

"3U8-5343 Lakeshore Rd. 

, Burlington, 

Ontario. L7L 4A2 or phone 

632-2210. 


JUST A REMINDER - if if has slipped your mind, would you kindly send your fee for the 
Hamilton Christmas Bird Count as soon as possible, as the monies have already been forwarded 
to American Birds on your behalf. 



I 


l 


' ZZ*7 r IL'I ' J u 0 ‘uo^Su-fX-ma ‘qsEg; pEoa 
aqoqsaqoq o-i 7 ag - 906 ‘sSuTUuaf qaapx 09 

spuoaaa pata Aqqaowiaqojx puss •paqBToaaddE 
aq pxnott sauqx ajpaxa qnq uoTSSTUiaad 
qnoqqTM. paquTadaa aq Amu saxajqav 
-aggp uox-iEOTxqncrauxpsg aajd qquom aqq 
jo J SJ: TJ oqj st x^T^oJ 3111 jo xr)Tao0T aoj 
auxxpaaa * 0 VI VOM ‘oTitfiquo ‘ETuopaxEO 
s ‘^69 x °d ‘axzuaxoaw joheS-iem '■’aoqTpa 
aqq 09 ppsoauppu aq pxnoqs pus auxoaqaa 


qsoui aaa uoTqBOTXqnd qoj suotqnqxaquoo 
•snaquiaui oq aaaj paxjEui si qt pus 
aAtonjouj Aejx oq aaquiaqdas moaj Ax^aaA 
sauixq auxu paqsqxqnd st >iond dOOil 3HI 
•qnqo aqq jo sxaquiaui aaaqunxoA Aq paonpoad 
st pue qnxo ,sqsTXEanqEN uoqxjuiEH aqq jo 
uoTqaajxqnd X^TaTjqo aqq st ^ona dOOM 3I-lJc 


>ana cioom anx 


Vi 


* 

z >/■ 

* >{. 








£1*7 SCI 

•otasquo ‘NOI'IIWVH 

38X5 xoq *o*d - 01 
daaiNvavno aovisoa tranxaH 
aaiswusoa 


- x 0 n a 


aoon a h x 



